Best tourist scenery in UK

Highland

Snowdonia

Natural beauty, breathtaking heritage coastline, majestic magnificent medieval castles (Conwy and Caernarfon), acient mines, hugh underground caverns, elegent and beautiful gardens (Bodnant garden), Penyhyn castle. 

Lake district

Peak district

Lake District, the Northumbria coastline, western isles of Scotland, Pembrokeshire, Cotswolds, Devon/Cornwall, etc.

For scenery while England and Wales have many beautiful places I feel the wilderness areas of the north of Scotland take some beating. I personally love the area to the north west of Inverness, covering the areas of Wester Ross and Sutherland. Even in the height of the summer you will find that you do not have to compete with many people to find a secluded spot just for yourself. Surprisingly you can be at the top of some of the Munros, and then find you keep meeting people in the middle of nowhere, when I say people, I mean groups of 1-5 people every hr or so.

How about the entire South-West - Bath is absolutely beautiful, as is Wells, Cheddar Gorge, Wookie Hole caves, The New Forest, Avebury Stone Circle and pyramid, Bristol for great shopping, bars, suspension bridge, balloon festival, Ashton park, nice people. Then Devon and Cornwall without even beginning to list what's there/ 
How about Kent? Dover castle and the wartime control rooms labrynth in the white cliffs - open to the public, Leeds castle - full size fully functional and contantly used huge castle of Henry VIII, in the best condition of any in the country AND has a top golf course and summer classical outdoor concert etc Canterbury - more old world charm and some good shopping, lovely around christmas - as is Tenterden for some small village charm. Anywhere at all in the Peaks - Dovestone, Mam Tor, Peak cavern (Hope Edale Castleton) etc, anywhere on the Scottish borders - Hadrian's wall etc the Lakes (as others have already mentioned - Castlerigg stone circle is incredible at sunset, very inspiring), Windermere, Grasmere, Elterwater. York, Durham. Cheshire - Alderley Edge, Northwich - salt mines, Wilmslow - quarry bank mill..., Norfolk broads and fenland to the West, Cromer beach in summer.
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The Lake District is rated the UK's most romantic destination a recent survey reveals 

With Valentine's Day falling mid-week this year, holidaymakers looking to get away on the day itself may well want to head to an easy-to-reach UK destination. 

And with recent research showing time away together ranks as a one of the most thoughtful romantic gestures, planning a getaway may prove to be an excellent Valentine's gift. 

According to a Travelodge, the UK's most visited Valentine's getaway destinations for this year will be London, Edinburgh, York, Bath and Manchester. 

But the hotel chain's research also suggests an alternative top ten getaways, for couples looking for some extra romance. 

Top ten most romantic places to visit in the UK 

1 - Lake District 
The Lake District is one of the most naturally beautiful areas of the country, and a visiting at this time of year could be all the more special if it snows. 

Wrap up warm and take romantic boat rides on the lakes, or cosy up in a cottage and get away from it all. 

For more information on visiting the Lake District see www.cumbria-the-lake-district.co.uk 

2 - Cornwall 
With some of the mildest weather in the country, great beaches and excellent seafood restaurants, Cornwall makes a great destination for a Valentine's getaway. 

And if you fancy yourself as a bit of a chef you can make it a self-catering break and cook the catch of the day for two. 

For more information on holidaying in Cornwall see www.cornwalltouristboard.co.uk 

3 - Edinburgh 
One of the UK's most popular cities is also an excellent place for couples to enjoy themselves. 

Shopping, historic grandeur, lots of events and good food make it a top destination to while away a couple of days with a romantic city break. 

For more information on visiting Edinburgh see www.edinburgh.org 

4 - Derbyshire 
Along with the Lake District, the Peak District is also well worth exploring for its beautiful scenery, hills, villages and traditional pubs. 

For more information on visiting Derbyshire see www.derbyshire-thepeakdistrict.co.uk 

5 - Brighton 
Shopping and sea views by day, romantic dinner by night, Brighton is a unique destination with a lot to offer couples looking for easy to access to big city charm. 

Boutique hotels offer romantic and luxurious accommodation as well as mid-week deals for couples who want to spend Valentine's Day itself away from home. 

For more information on boutique hotels in Brighton see www.boutiquebrighton.co.uk 

Other top romantic destinations in Britain 

6 - Couples can explore Harrogate's beautiful little shops and indulge in afternoon tea at Betty's 

7 - Enjoy the traditional spa treatments on offer in Bath 

8 - Foodie's can get the most out of a visit to Ludlow thanks to its excellent eateries 

9 - North Wales offers couples the chance to try outdoor adventures by day and relax by night 

10 - Head for the roaring fires and traditional atmosphere of pubs in the Cotswolds, or take the opportunity to head outdoors on horseback[image: image1.png]



Northumbria Coast Line

he Northumbria Coast SPA includes much of the coastline between the Tweed and Tees Estuaries in north-east England. The site consists of mainly discrete sections of rocky shore with associated boulder and cobble beaches. The SPA also includes parts of three artificial pier structures and a small section of sandy beach. In summer, the site supports important numbers of breeding Little Tern Sterna albifrons, whilst in winter the mixture of rocky and sandy shore supports large number of Turnstone Arenaria interpres and Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima. 
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Stretching from the Scottish Border south to Tyne and Wear, the Northumberland coastline is in places extremely beautiful - and if you like beaches and the weather is right, you will be very happy here. Beginning in the north, the River Tweed marks the national frontier for much of its length, and the city of Berwick-upon-Tweed, like Carlisle, its counterpart on the west coast, has a very special atmosphere reflecting its history of having moved many times back and forth from Scottish and English hands. 

The Elizabethan town walls are worth seeing, as is the view of the Tweed estuary from the railway bridge over the river - the train is a very good way to arrive here. 

Moving south about 15 kilometres down the A1 trunk road, you will arrive at the turn-off for Holy Island. Lindisfarne, as it is also known, is an essential part of the Northumberland itinerary - but check the tide tables before you plan to go there (local Tourist Information Centres will have details of safe crossing times. And take these seriously - the tide comes in fast, you can't beat it across the causeway. Apparently, around 40 cars, which don't like salt water very much, were lost in 1999 by tourists who thought they knew better than the North Sea. 

Lindisfarne was the first Northumbrian Christian community, established in 635 AD, home of St. Cuthbert and where the amazing illuminated Lindisfarne Gospels were produced. It is a beautiful spot - on a clear day the views back across the Cheviot Hills on the mainland are stunning. The ruined priory is fascinating, and there is even a castle to add to all the other things you can see on the island. Lindisfarne is also an important bird sanctuary. 

Continuing southward, follow the signs for the scenic coastal route (yes, you really need a car for this, although in summer cycling can also be rewarding). The road will lead you around Budle bay, another good place to see seabirds, to Bamburgh, the medieval capital of Northumbria. Bamburgh Castle is huge, and dominates the coastline for many kilometres around. This village is also famous for being the home of Northumbrian heroine Grace Darling, the almost legendary Victorian lighthouse keeper's daughter. You can see her grave in the churchyard, and there is also a small museum dedicated to her memory. In 1838, this doughty lady helped her father rescue survivors from a wrecked ship in the most appalling weather conditions. 

Just a few kilometres south again lies the fishing village of Seahouses - a bit touristy in appearance, but full of superb fish and chips/seafood restaurants where you can eat your heart out for very reasonable cost. And a little further down the coast, on Embleton Bay, is the ruined Dunstanburgh Castle, close to another small fishing village called Craster - the kippers produced here are second only to those of the Isle of Man in their reputation. 

It's worth heading a little inland from here to see the town of Alnwick, which has another major castle, the home of the Dukes of Northumberland. In the town itself, which is graced by some gorgeous medieval gatehouses, are two unusual things to see: at the Olde Cross pub you can see a collection of dirty old bottles in the window. These are untouched for two centuries: no-one dares risk the curse of an 18th century landlord who died suddenly from a heart attack. Elsewhere in the town the White Swan Hotel's function room is furnished with the fittings from the ìSS Olympicî, sister ship of the ill-fated ìTitanicî. 

Back to the coast again along the River Aln: the small port of Alnmouth is a pretty little town, as is Amble a few kilometres to the south. 

