Attractions in Edinburgh

Why sightseeing in Edinburgh is easier than anywhere else

Edinburgh has more attractions on City Centre square foot than any other European capital, which is what makes it easy to visit. Sightseeing the centre of Edinburgh in detail, however, can take a 2-3 days at least which is why many visitors go away saying 'there is too much to do and see in Edinburgh and too little time'.


Edinburgh City Centre's is an attractions goodie bag. There are so many sights, monuments and things to see at its heart that you don't know where to look and go first. This guide to Edinburgh attractions I've prepared might help relieve some of the confusion.

Historic attractions in Edinburgh

Most of the attractions in Edinburgh are located in the Old Town, a medieval town at the heart of a modern Scottish city. Most places and things of interest in the Old Town of Edinburgh are historical in nature. They explore the city's turbulent past, its legends and mystery.

First off, there's Edinburgh Castle, Scotland's number one visitor attraction, a must see for anyone sightseeing Edinburgh. Then there's the Royal Mile, Edinburgh's mile-long street linking the Castle with Holyrood Palace, the Queen's residence in the City.

The Royal Mile acts as the backbone of the Old Town and some of the most popular attractions in Edinburgh can be found here. Sightseeing the Royal Mile should be done at a leisurely pace mainly because there are many sights to take pictures of and stories to learn about at every step but also because it's going uphill.

One of Edinburgh's most famous attractions is the Scott Monument right on Princes Street, Scotland's Capital main street. This neogothic monument dedicated to Sir Walter Scott is one of the most recognisable tall spires in the city.

Museums and galleries

Most museums and galleries are located in or close to the City Centre. The two central galleries in Edinburgh, the Royal Scottish Academy and the National Gallery of Scotland are located halfway along Princes Street so you can easily include them in your sightseeing tour.

Other attractions include the Museum of Scotland and the Royal Museum that are located in the Old Town as are the Museum of Childhood and the Writers' Museum on the Royal Mile. Another Edinburgh gallery is located a short walking distance from the City Centre in the New Town -- The Dean Gallery of Modern Art.

Natural attractions and sights

Edinburgh has two extinct volcanoes. One is the Castle Rock onto which Edinburgh Castle is built and the other one is Arthur's Seat in Holyrood Park. Then there's Calton Hill at the heart of the city with stunning views over Princes Street, the Old Town and Edinburgh Castle.

Visiting Edinburgh would not be the same without the unique perspective these vantage points give over the city.

Rosslyn Chapel

Visiting the Scotland chapel in Dan Brown's Da Vinci Code

Rosslyn Chapel is only one of the locations and attractions in Scotland to have become wildly popular after being used as a setting in a book or movie.
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Previously popular mainly to tourists interested in architecture, history and religion, after being used in the Da Vinci Code as the setting for the novel's plot climax, Rosslyn Chapel has achieved worldwide fame and now attracts massive attention and visitor numbers. And all tourists come to Rosslyn for one thing, to find the Holy Grail as part of their Da Vinci Code tour.

The Chapel is located in Roslin, a small village just 7 miles from Edinburgh. Roslyn means 'point of the waterfall' in Scottish Gaelic according to some, or 'ancient knowledge down the line' according to others. Centuries of history changed its name into Roslin and is the home of Rosslyn Chapel -- not Roslyn Chapel -- and Rosslyn Castle.

While Rosslyn Chapel is known for its historical and architectural merits, Roslin is even more famous for its cutting edge biological science. The Roslin institute is where Dolly the Sheep was born in 1996 marking a breakthrough in the science of cloning.

Rosslyn Chapel and Dan Brown's Da Vinci Code

Whether Rosslyn Chapel is the resting place of the Holy Grail -- assuming that the Grail exists -- is anyone's guess but there are things in the Da Vinci Code which, while they increase the popularity of Rosslyn, they overshadow its historical and architectural importance.

The truth about Rosslyn Chapel claims in the Da Vinci Code

Dan Brown claims that "All descriptions of artwork, architecture, documents, and secret rituals in this novel are accurate" which in the case of the chapel in Roslin, could not be further than the truth.

In the Da Vinci Code, Rosslyn Chapel is said to be often called "the Cathedral of Codes" and that "The Knights Templar had designed Rosslyn Chapel as an exact architectural blueprint of Solomon's Temple in Jerusalem". Rosslyn Chapel is, in fact, built upon a blueprint of St Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh which follows the common architectural style and structure for churches in those days.

Dan Brown also mentions in the Da Vinci Code the "presence of an astonishing structure beneath the chapel - a massive subterranean chamber". Rosslyn Chapel does have a sacristy on the east side that is accessible to visitors via steps. While a grave slab of a Knight Templar can be found in the sacristy, apparently strengthening the chapel's links to the Templars, few tourists know that it was actually brought there from Old Pentland kirkyard, a few miles away.

Dan Brown also claims that the "The Star of David" is engraved on the chapel floor but none of the old engravings of the chapel show it to exist. Today, the entire floor of the chapel's choir is covered by a red covering.

The Da Vinci Code does make Rosslyn Chapel justice by mentioning the astonishing array of sculptures and symbols to be found all over this Roslin attraction. Whether you believe in the Da Vinci Code book or not, don't let the novel detract from the chapel's real significance -- Rosslyn Chapel is a gem, a stone puzzle like no other to be found anywhere in the world.

Rosslyn Chapel and the Da Vinci Code movie

The popularity of Roslyn Chapel is set to soar even further when "The Da Vinci Code", the film, is launched in May 2006. Starring Tom Hanks as Robert Langdon, the movie was partially filmed in Rosslyn Chapel itself in late September 2005 and attracted massive attention to this small Midlothian village.
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All Rosslyn Chapel articles:

Tour of Rosslyn Chapel Suggestions for a comprehensive tour of Rosslyn Chapel.

Pictures of Rosslyn Chapel Picture gallery of one of Edinburgh's most popular attractions.

